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which M. Lechcnault names Anthiaria Toxicaría, and which
belongs to the family of orties (urticx.)*
* These terms, as well as some similar ones in the former part of this
number.are names oforders of plants in the botanical arrangement ofJus-
sieu. This is generativ adopted by the Frcnrh in preference to that of Lin-
lucus. Ed.
MEDICAL REPORT,
By John Gorham, M.D.
The preceding spring has been unusually cold. The mean
temperature of March was 29-t °, of April 51-§-°, and of May 54°.
In the first part of spring, the prevailing winds were from the
north, and were peculiarly chilly and disagreeable. In April
and May they alternated with the usual easterly winds. The
proportion of the latter has been less than in the preceding
years, but they have produced the same unpleasant sensation on
the body, which has been characterised by the term rawness.
March and April were dry months, but a large quantity of rain
fell in May.
In the early part of spring, the whooping cough, which prevail-
ed extensively the preceding autumn and winter, had not subsid-
ed ; but as the season advanced it gradually disappeared, and
was succeeded by pneumonia and catarrh.
Some cases of the former occurred, combined with typhus.
The latter complaint soon became very general, and attacked
both adults and children, though it was more severely felt by the
young. The catarrhal affection commenced in these, with an
inflammation of the mucous membrane of the bronchia.-, pro-
ducing a harsh dry cough, and the complaint in a day or two
extended to the fauces and membrane of the nose. This local
complaint, though generally accompanied with diminished ap-
petite, continued for two or three days, previous to the appear-
ance of fever. At that period, the fever came on suddenly, and
for the most part towards night. The skin became hot and dry,
the pulse quick, the respiration hurried, but not in general labo-
rious, appearing to depend rather on an accelerated circulation
than on obstruction or pain in the lungs or thorax. The cough
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was fuller and longer continued than in pneumonia, and the pa-
tient did not appear to suffer much from pain in the chest. In
some cases these symptoms were accompanied with severe
pains in the limbs and joints, particularly of the wrists, fingers,
and ankles, and a diffused redness with some swelling appeared
in the parts within the mouth. In severe cases delirium came
on the second or third night ; when this was preceded by or ac-
companied with copious sweating, the disease was found in its
progress to assume a typhoid character. But these cases were
rare*
In two or three instances a state of insensibility, with great
prostration of strength, and a very feeble pulse, was suddenly
induced, and continued for nearly twenty-four hours, when these
symptoms as rapidly subsided, and the patients recovered.
After the second or third day, mucus was copiously formed
in the trachea and bronchial cells, and evidently augmented the
labour of respiration.
This catarrhal affection terminated on the fifth or seventh
day with free perspiration, but the cough and discharge of mu-
cus continued for some days after. Towards the termination,
the urine often appeared turbid, and deposited, on standing, a
copious yellowish white sediment.
* We may observe in this place that the combination of idiopathic fever
with local infiammation is common in this town. The organs most apt to
.
be affected are the lungs, the liver, and the stomach and intestines. The
degree of this secondary affection is very various. In many it is evidently
to be regarded only as a symptom, but in others the functions, for exam-
ple of the lungs, are so much impeded, that the complaint is with some
difficulty distinguished at first from a primary disease of that organ,
and cases have occurred in which it has been considered and treated as
pneumonia. In typhus accompanied with severe affection of the parts
within the thoras, or in pneumonia of the typhoid kind, we shall find that
about the third or fourth day low delirium comes on, attended with a
profuse debilitating sweat, not critical, with considerable prostration of
strength, and a moderately full and accelerated, though not a hard pulse.
The tongue is ofa dark brown colour, and often moist. At this period, al-
though there is a copious formation of mucus in the lungs, the pain is but
slightly alleviated, and the cough is distressing. It is needless to observe,
that the treatment adapted to remove active inflammation of the lungs,
would in such cases probably be fatal.
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The prognosis was favourable, as a great proportion of those
attacked by it recovered. A few cases terminated fatally, and
the following were the morbid changes observed on examina-
tion.
Inflammation of the mucous membrane of the larynx, nia-
chea and bronchiac. Very adhesive white mucus in the bron-
chiae- No inflammation of the substance of the lungs or pleura.
In a large proportion of cases the fever was subdued, in a
short time, by an emetic and sudorifics. AVhen the disease was
severe, and the quantity of mucus large, so as to impede the
function of respiration, the greatest relief was obtained by fre-
quently repeated doses of emetics, particularly of ipecacuanha,
and of those expectorants which frequently prove emetic, as
squill and sencka root. Some cases required vesication, and the
younger the patient the more immediate were the good effects
of blisters. In children of five or six years of age, when the
skin was hot and dry, the application of cpispastics and of sina-
pisms afforded no obvious relief, nor was the warm bath more
serviceable ; but after the heat had lessened, these applications
were eminently beneficial.
AVhen this catarrfaal affection was accompanied with diar-
rhoea, small doses of ipecacuanha, after an emetic, or of that
root combined with sub-muriate of quicksilver, were found most
useful in restraining the discharge, and in promoting free per-
spiration and expectoration. Much benefit was ¿¡so derived
from the occasional use of mild cathartics.
In the few cases which assume the typhoid character, the pa-
tient was relieved by seneka root, camphorated emulsion, blis-
ters, ipecacuanha, and towards the conclusion by bark and wine.
In May, the ra»h made its appearance, but in general it was not
the subject of medical treatment.
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